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Ruth Suckow Memorial
Association (RSMA) Annual
Meeting, June 10, 2017
Cedar Falls Public Library

Meeting Minutes by Secretary
Sara McAlpin

Welcome and Call to Order

Suckow fans gathered mid-morning on
June 10 in the Cedar Falls Public Library
not only to participate in the annual
meeting but also to enjoy the beginning
of an unusually full day of Suckow
events. Barbara Lounsberry, Cherie
Dargan and others welcomed both local
residents and out-of-town travelers

upon arrival, with warm greetings,
coffee and an array of refreshments.

The official meeting was called to order
at 10:00 a.m. by President Barbara
Lounsberry who asked everyone
present for self-introductions since
there were several new faces. In
addition to Barbara and Cherie, other
board members present were Bill
Douglas and Sara McAlpin. Joining them
were Association members and guests:
Rosemary Beach, Rebecca Christian,
Diane Duesenberg, Michael Gibson,
Patty Godwin, Lenore Howard, Sue
Hummel, Roy Kenagy, Karin Leonard,
Kenneth Lyftogt, Michele McKinlay and
Carol Watson.

Barbara shared greetings from several
board members and others who were
unable to attend the meeting: Bill Silag,
George Day, Kathleen Jaeger, Mike
Dargan, Marsha Lehs, Jim Schaap, Jon
Lauck, Scott Emmert, Michael and Hedy
Hustedde, Paul Theobald, Bill Roba,
Barbara Camamo (Suckow’s niece) and
Thomas Connors, a UNI history
professor who has one letter from
Ferner Nuhn (to Lewis Mumford) and
two from Suckow in his personal
collection, which he allowed Barbara to
share.
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Barbara also briefly reviewed events for
the day and slightly adjusted the order
of the agenda for the meeting.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

The minutes of the annual meeting on
June 11, 2016 in Cedar Falls were
accepted as printed in the Fall 2016
Ruth Suckow Newsletter, 50™
Anniversary Issue (1966-2016).

Treasurer’s Report

Though unable to attend the meeting,
treasurer Joanne Laxson sent the annual
treasurer’s report. The checking
account balance on June 11, 2016 was
$3803.92. Total income for the 2016-
2017 year was $1,333.00. Total
expenses during the year were
$1896.85. These included $302 for the
annual Newsletter; $344.85 for the
2016 50™ anniversary expenses,
including the cake, flyers, new
Association brochures, etc.. The other
one-time expense is explained below.
The checking account balance (June 2,
2017) was $3240.07.

The balance in the Association’s savings
account is $2,562.15, and the current
CD value is $6,553.83. The current
maturity date for the CD is July 14,
2017.

Barbara explained that a large part of
the $1,896.85 expense amount was for
the newly installed sculpture honoring
Ruth Suckow and Ferner Nuhn in the
Hearst Sculpture Garden in Cedar Falls.
The Cedar Falls Public Art Committee
commissioned the sculpture as part of
the year-long Cedar Falls Authors

Festival (honoring Ruth Suckow as one
of 5 nationally-known, best-selling
writers from Cedar Falls). The
Committee invited the Suckow
Association to co-sponsor the sculpture.
Most of the $1,250 cost was raised from
generous donations given by
Association members and others. To
complete the cost, Barbara asked
approval for up to $140.00 from the
Association for this project. Approval
was unanimous. [As it happened,
further individual gifts June 10 met the
$1,250 figure, so no Association funds
were required.]

Barbara also explained that Joanne
Laxson, Association treasurer for the
past 25 years, moved in December from
Earlville to North Liberty, lowa and has
resigned from her officer position.
Association members wished to give
Joanne a gift in thanks for her dedicated
service, one in keeping with her love of
books and long service as the librarian
at the Ruth Suckow Memorial Library in
Earlville. Members suggested a gift card
at Prairie Lights Bookstore in lowa City
as a small token of gratitude for
Joanne’s unstinting loyalty and long
service to the Association.

In the absence of Joanne, Mary
Brammer graciously agreed to take over
the position of Association treasurer,
which was happily applauded by all.
Mary is already at work, as
demonstrated by several steps which
have been taken to relocate the
Association’s accounts from an Earlville
bank to the closer Veridian Bank in
Waterloo. The accounts will still have
the Earlville Ruth Suckow Memorial
Association name; Barbara and Mary
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will be co-signers; the accounts will still
be non-profit, no-charge accounts with
free checks.

Newsletter Report

Because the staff in the University of
lowa Special Collections can no longer
assist with the printing and distribution
of the annual newsletter to all
Association members and others, Cherie
Dargan and Barbara took on this task
with the 2016 newsletter and will
publish and mail the yearly fall
newsletter from Cedar Falls. The
mailing list was enlarged beginning in
2016. Barbara thanked Cherie for the
design and layout of the 2016
newsletter, and pointed out that the
Association can choose to enlarge the
newsletter’s content if it wishes with
other items beyond the annual meeting
minutes. Cherie suggested an article in
the 2017 newsletter celebrating Joanne
Laxson and the many other Earlville
members—past and present.

Birthplace Report

There was no official birthplace report.
Even though the home and Calliope
Village are not open in the winter, there
was general agreement that the Suckow
birth home is a treasured site and
support for it should be continued.
Barbara noted again that, as far as she
knows, Suckow is the only lowa author
to have five commemorative “entities”:
a birth home (in Hawarden); a library,
park and shelter (in Earlville); a grave
site (in Cedar Falls); and the Suckow
Memorial Association.

Suckow Park Report

In the past, Earlville resident Terry
Walters was a faithful caretaker of the
Suckow Park in Earlville. Since Terry’s
sudden death a few years ago, Joanne
Laxson has reported briefly about the
condition of the park each year at the
annual meeting. Joanne’s move from
Earlville, however, creates a significant
shift: for the first time since the
beginning of the Ruth Suckow Memorial
Association, there is no regular
Association contact in Earlville.

Barbara attempted to fill this gap
through a May 1 letter to the mayor,
seeking information for a park report.
(The Association gifted the park to the
City of Earlville years ago.) So far,
Barbara had no reply but she will
continue to make a connection. A
suggestion was offered that it might be
possible to get a humanities grant to
assist with park care and preservation—
or for a Suckow program at the shelter.
Another suggestion was a road trip to
visit the park & shelter sometime in the
future.

Suckow Website and Facebook Page

The Association is fortunate and grateful
to have Cherie Dargan as a dedicated
and resourceful web guru who has
spent an enormous amount of time
developing the Suckow website,
http://www/ruthsuckow.org which,
according to Cherie, receives 1200-1500
visits per year. Cherie also noted the
ongoing importance of a Suckow
presence on Facebook. Asin the past,
there was unanimous agreement about
the importance of expanding online
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sources of information about Suckow in
order to increase knowledge of her
work. The website contributes
significantly to the expansion of
awareness of Suckow with multiple
resources: texts available digitally,
biographical information, photos, lists of
published works, writings about
Suckow, links to related websites,
current events connected to Suckow,
etc.

Throughout the June 10 meeting, Cherie
offered a background demonstration of
visual resources from the website by
changing on-screen several different
photos appropriate to the discussion:
Suckow at different ages; her husband,
Ferner Nuhn; her birthplace (including
interior restoration); various places of
residence; the Earlville park; Ferner’s
art; the graves of Ruth and Ferner; and
others.

lowa Digital Heritage Collections

This project, administered by the State
Library of lowa, is an “online repository
of lowa history and culture . . . which
brings together digital resources of lowa
libraries, museumes, historical societies
and other cultural institutions to
enhance access to and preserve long-
term accessibility of these valuable
materials.” Thanks to the time
consuming work of Barbara Lounsberry
and Roy Kenagy, Suckow’s online
presence has increased remarkably in
recent years. There are now 20 works
available: 18 short stories; the novel,
The Kramer Girls; and the novella, A
Part of the Institution. Having the latter
work so clearly available online at both
the ruthsuckow.org website and the

lowa Digital Heritage Collection was
particularly helpful to anyone looking
for the text in advance of the discussion
following the meeting. Having all of
these works online, of course,
contributes to increased awareness of
Suckow and her place in world
literature. Special thanks were given
to Roy Kenagy for his heroic scanning.

Here is the web address for the lowa
Digital Heritage site:
https://tinyurl.com/ycgw2we3

The Link is also on the Suckow website,
home page.

Suckow Book Chapter Report

Cherie Dargan circulated a recently
published book, in which she has a new
essay on Ruth Suckow. This essay, “The
Realistic Regionalism of lowa’s Ruth
Suckow,” appears in The Midwestern
Moment: The Forgotten World of
Midwestern Regionalism, edited by Jon
Lauck. The book offers a new resource
for both students and scholars to
investigate Suckow in a Midwest
context, and will certainly contribute to
a wider awareness of her life and work.
The book is available from the Hastings
College Press as well as Amazon.

New Business

The agenda was slightly adjusted here in
order to insure that decisions about
next year were fully considered.

A. Next year’s meeting will be on
Saturday, June 9, 2018 at the
Cedar Falls Public Library.
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B. Following the meeting, the
annual program will be
conducted by historian Ken
Lyftogt and will focus on Ruth
Suckow in an Early 20"

Century Context. More details

will be forthcoming.

C. The following officers were
elected by the board for the
coming year:

President: Barbara Lounsberry
Vice President: Cherie Dargan
Secretary: Sara McAlpin
Treasurer: Mary Brammer

Mary Brammer was also formally
welcomed as an Association board
member.

In addition, Cherie Dargan will
continue to serve as webmaster and
will oversee the newsletter with
Barbara. Special gratitude was
expressed to both of them for their
ongoing commitment to all of the
activities of the Association.

Old Business

The primary topic here was the
recurrent two-fold concern about
increasing both membership in the
Association and awareness of

Suckow. Since membership depends

to some extent on awareness,

several ideas were offered for how to

put Suckow “out there” to a wider
audience. The increased online
resources are, of course, an ongoing
contribution to this goal as is Cherie
Dargan’s recently published essay.

Another key contribution to
awareness is the inclusion of Suckow
in the Cedar Falls Authors Festival
2017-2018, a year-long celebration of
five nationally-known best-selling
authors from the Cedar Falls: Bess
Streeter Aldrich, Ruth Suckow, James
Hearst, Nancy Price and Robert
James Waller.

A number of potential ways of
increasing awareness of Suckow
included the following: A Road
Scholar (formerly Elderhostel) project
featuring the writing of both Suckow
and Ferner, as well as the art of
Ferner and his sister, Marjorie Nuhn;
consideration of Ruth as a “minister’s
daughter”; celebration of Ferner and
Ruth as an early “power couple”;
Ruth’s connections with
conscientious objectors in WW I, etc.

Though other possibilities no doubt
would have emerged in more
discussion, time limitations
determined a move toward
adjournment of the official meeting.
First, however, Barbara distributed
several lists of current Newsletter
recipients, asking everyone present
to review the lists and send her any
changes that need to be made
(addresses, additions, removals). The
lists included the following groups of
Newsletter recipients: Individuals in
and out of state, Libraries, College
and University Faculty in English and
History, and Historical Societies.

She also distributed a draft of a
potential letter to college and high
school teachers alerting them to the
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availability of Suckow works online
and encouraging them to add
Suckow to their course offerings.
New member Michele McKinlay
volunteered to help Barbara locate
lowa college faculty who teach
Midwest or American literature or
history.

Adjournment

The official meeting was adjourned at
12:00 p.m. when participants enjoyed
further conversation and a tasty lunch.
The day’s events had just begun,
however, and continued in the following
order:

Book Discussion:

After lunch, in a pattern developed in
recent years, several local residents
joined the meeting to participate in the
Suckow book discussion. Historian Bill
Douglas introduced and led a
stimulating discussion of Suckow’s
novella, A Part of the Institution.

Barbara distributed plot and character
information for those not familiar with
the text; however, it was clear that
many in the group had carefully read
the work and were eager to offer a
variety of provocative perspectives,
many of which were shared with
considerable conviction. This discussion
might have continued well into the
afternoon had it not been that another
Suckow event forced closure and a
move to the Hearst Center for the Arts.

Although the annual Association
meeting usually concludes after the
book discussion, two more exciting

events awaited all participants on this
special Suckow Day.

Sculpture Dedication:

Thanks to Barbara Lounsberry, Mary
Brammer, and Cherie Dargan, and the
five other members of the extremely
enterprising Steering Committee for the
Cedar Falls Authors Festival
(www.cfauthorsfestival.org), a new
sculpture “commissioned to
commemorate the lives of Ruth Suckow
and her husband Ferner Nuhn, as
authors and supporters of the arts,” was
installed in the Hearst Center for the
Arts Sculpture Garden in a ceremony at
3:00 p.m. The sculpture, entitled
“Amongst,” is the work of UNI student
artist Hanna Seggermen, who was
present to share a few words about her
process of creation. A lovely outdoor
reception after the garden program,
plus 2-3 hours of “free time,” preceded
the final event of the day.

Playwright and Performer
Presentation:

In 1992, as part of the celebration of
Suckow’s 100" birthday, playwright
Rebecca Christian wrote, and actor
Lenore Howard performed in, the one-
woman play, “Just Suppose: the Life of
lowa Novelist Ruth Suckow.”
Performances of the play at seven
venues throughout the state were
enormously successful and created a
new awareness of the lowa author
among many of the state’s residents.

At the 7:00 p.m. program on June 10 at
the Hearst Center, arranged by the
Cedar Falls Authors Festival Committee,
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Rebecca and Lenore revisited the play in
an informal discussion in which they
shared their unique experiences
researching, writing, performing and
touring the play. As they spoke, they
took the audience into the various
processes and the challenges and
rewards which each one encountered in
creating the project for the public.

On Sunday, September 24, at 2:00 p.m.
at the Hearst Center, Liane Nichols,
Artistic Coordinator of the Cedar Falls
Community Theatre, gave a Reader’s
Theatre offering of the play, which
brought it to life again for a new
audience.

Conclusion:

In summary, the meeting, book
discussion, sculpture dedication, and
play presentation provided the
audience(s) with new insights into the
writing and legacy of Ruth Suckow and
engendered fresh awareness of, and
interest in, one of lowa’s literary
treasures. Special gratitude is extended
to all who planned, organized and
attended to countless details for the day
which provided an enriching experience
for all who participated.

Respectfully submitted by
Sara McAlpin

Secretary

June 25, 2017

Welcome to our new members!
Jan Andersen

Dr. Judy Beckman

Judith Harrington

Kenneth Lyftogt

Dr. James O’Loughlin

Sylvia Roba

Dr. Ann Struthers

Mary Taylor

Carol Watson

Photos from Saturday’s Events

The Suckow Display, Cedar Falls Public
Library, June 2017

The General Meeting

We had several special guests and a
number of our members from around
the state at our meeting.
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Book Discussion — Open to the Public

Rosemary Beach, RSMA member and
cofounder of the Cedar Falls Authors
Festival, greeted people as they arrived
for the book discussion.

Lenore Howard and Rebecca Christian
were our guests for the day, and
enjoyed chatting with our secretary,
Sara McAlpin, on break.

We had a number of people join us for
the discussion of A Part of the
Institution, which depicts a fictional
Grinnell College during World War I.

Roy Kenagy, a retired librarian from the
Des Moines area, helped to scan in
numerous short stories and novels this
past year, and is shown here, sitting at
the end of the table.
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Hearst Center — Sculpture

After the book discussion concluded, we
went to the Hearst Center to see a new
sculpture that honors Ruth Suckow &
Ferner Nuhn in the Hearst Sculpture
Garden.

President Barbara Lounsberry greeted
the crowd during the dedication
ceremony. Mary Brammer, who
spearheaded the logistical work, also
addressed the crowd. Mary serves on
the Public Art Committee in Cedar Falls
and was instrumental in getting the
sculpture in place.

UNI student Hanna Seggermen created
this sculpture, titled “Amongst.”

Evening Program on Just Suppose

The play Just Suppose: The Story of lowa
Novelist Ruth Suckow, was written by
playwright Rebecca Christian for the
1992 Celebration of Ruth Suckow's
100th birthday. Lenore Howard, a
Dubuque area actress, portrayed
Suckow in the play. The evening
program, "Writing and Touring Just
Suppose: The Story of lowa Novelist
Ruth Suckow" gave Rebecca and Lenore
a chance to share their experiences
researching, writing and performing the

play.

Just Suppose was performed in seven
cities in 1992, including Cedar Falls,
Grinnell, Hawarden and Dubuque.
Pictured below: a 1992 program.
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Sara brought her “Just Supposey” t-shirt
and shared her memories of attending
several performances around the state
in 1992.

Rebecca Christian, playwright and
Lenore Howard, actress, pose with
Cherie after the program. It was
wonderful for them to spend the day
with us.

Just Suppose Sunday, September 24th

ot SR 4
i .

Liane Nicholls, Artistic Coordinator of the
Cedar Falls Community Theater,
performed Just Suppose Sunday, Sept.

24 at 2 pm at the Hearst Center for the
Arts in Cedar Falls, lowa. Liane used
costumes and props as she became
Ruth Suckow for this performance,
sponsored by the Cedar Falls Authors
Festival.

Liane in costume

The Cedar Falls Authors Festival
website:

www.cfauthorsfestival.org

Ruth Suckow has another space on the
web to call her own, as one of the five
Cedar Falls Authors, celebrated in
programs from May 2017 to May 2018.
Visitors can learn more about her life
and work, and will be directed to the
Suckow website.

August Birthday Party Readathon -
Saturday, August 5 at the Cedar Falls
Public Library

We celebrated Ruth Suckow’s birthday
(August 6), as well as two of our other
authors (Robert Waller, born August

1, and James Hearst, born August 8) at
our August Birthday party.

Volunteers served cake and punch to
the public all day, while others read
selections from our birthday authors.
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Noon to 1 p.m.: Ruth Suckow (born Blast from the Past
August 6) -- Barbara Lounsberry.
Selections: “A Great Mollie,”
“Resurrection,” “A Rural
Community”

This summer Cherie got an email from
Mary Potter Kenyon, a friend who was
working on a presentation for the
Earlville library and searching for
images. She saw this notecard on the
Suckow website and recognized it: her
mother, Irma Potter, designed it! She
then discovered pictures of her mother
at one of the Annual Meetings in
Earlville. She thanked me for “the blast
from the past.”

Mike, Cherie, and Barb read selections
from the short story “A Rural
Community.”

The
Ruth Suckow
Memorial Association

Farlville, lowa 75

The Notecard created by Irma Potter for
the RSMA when it was mostly based in
Earlville.

The Sign says to “Read Local.” The
display contains books by Suckow, and
the other four authors at the Cedar Falls
Library.
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A tribute to Earlville & Joanne Laxson

In June, Joanne Laxson passed the torch
as RSMA Treasurer, a position she
filled—and graced with wisdom,
efficiency, and humor—for 25 years.
Earlier in 2017, Joanne and her
husband, Jim, moved from Earlville to
North Liberty, lowa, north of lowa City, a
change that distanced Joanne from the
Association’s Earlville bank accounts.
Association members expressed their
great thanks to Joanne at the June
business meeting.

Such loyal and devoted service is rare in
these days of incessant change.
“Through her role as Treasurer for a
quarter of a century, Joanne brought
stability to the growing Suckow
Association,” said Barbara Lounsberry,
RSMA president. “She kept us honest
and she kept us financially straight.
Anyone who has heard of or seen
organizations flounder in red ink or
scandal knows what Joanne’s stable
leadership has meant.”

Linda Gaul, the Earlville City Clerk,
reports that Joanne and Jim Laxson
were at the center of Earlville life—
community leaders—and are sorely
missed in Earlville. Joanne was the
Librarian for Earlville’s Ruth Suckow
Memorial Library for many years.

As older RSMA members know, Earlville
was the starting place of the Ruth
Suckow Memorial Association in 1966.
Ruth’s father, the Reverend William
Suckow, served the Earlville
Congregational Church, a fact that drew
Ruth to Earlville in the early 1920s,

her 80 beehives and Orchard Apiary to
support herself as a writer. At her
cottage site, the Ruth Suckow Memorial
Park and Shelter now stand.

Our longtime Treasurer, Joanne Laxson,
in the Ruth Suckow Memorial Library in
Earlville, around 2005.

RSMA meeting in Earlville, showing
President Barbara Lounsberry in the
foreground, and several other long-time
members including Secretary Sara
McAlpin (left), Irma Potter, Terry
Walters, and his mother Letha Walters.

where she bought a cottage and set up

RSMA Newsletter, 2017

Page 12



THE RSMA 2017 NEWSLETTER

Because of this vital Earlville history,
Ruth’s husband, Ferner Nuhn, came to
Earlville as the natural place to found
the Suckow Memorial Association after
Ruth’s death in 1960. Earlville residents
were the original founders of the
Earlville Ruth Suckow Memorial
Association in 1966.

Fifty-one years later, we want to thank
them once more and list their names as
they appear on the Association’s
“Articles of Incorporation”:

Ray M. Bush (first President),
RUTH SUCKOW Earlville, lowa
MEMORIAL LIBRARY [ Letha Ham, (first Vice President),
Earlville, lowa
Lois M. Hunt (first Secretary-
Treasurer), Earlville, lowa
Gerald Faust, Board Member,
Earlville, lowa
Alice Jackson, Board Member,
Earlville, lowa
Dean Kittelson, Board Member,
Earlville, lowa
James Clifton, Board Member,
Earlville, lowa
Ferner R. Nuhn, Board Member,
Claremont, California
Georgeanna Dafoe Nuhn (R
cousin & Fernerodds second
Board Member, Claremont, California

John C. Laxson, Jim Laxs
stamped the AArticles of
|l ncorporationo as Notary
and for Delaware County, lowa.

Sara McAlpin, our longtime secretary,
with Mike Dargan and President Barbara
Lounsberry stand by the entrance to the
Ruth Suckow library in Earlville.
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The Suckow Park in Earlville

Please note that we are now
using Cedar Falls as our base,
since most of our officers live
here, so our mailing address has
changed.

Ruth Suckow Memorial
Association

4917 Caraway Lane
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Remember -- Next year’s meeting
will be on Saturday, June 9, 2018
at the Cedar Falls Public Library.

Have an item for the newsletter?
Send it to Cherie Dargan,
cheriedargan@gmail.com

Suckow website —

www.ruthsuckow.org

Picture on the right: Ruth with cat, in
Earlville.

The lowa Digital Heritage website

(Go to Page 7 of 8 — People &
Biographies, to find the category for
Ruth Suckow)

EIGHTEEN of Suckow’s Short Stories are
now online, as well as the novel The
Kramer Girls and A Part of the
Institution.

www.iowaheritage.org/exhibits/show/
browse-all/people7

Click on the title you want and you will
see two icons in the upper right hand
corner: one to increase font size and
one to pop out.

Choose pop out. It will then open up
full screen, with options to print, save to
google docs/drive or open original.

In the original option, you can
download/save the file to your
computer or print.

= TNk - ) ~
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RUTH SUCKOW MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP FORM

Please renew my membership in the RSMA
Please enter my membership to the RSMA

Name

Address

Check one:

General membership $15
Sustaining membership $25
Patron S50

Zip code

Mail your check to Mary Brammer, RSMA Treasurer

1408 W. 18" Street
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

Board Members:

Barry Benson, Des Moines

Joanne Laxson, North Liberty

Barbara Camamo, Glendale, AZ
Barbara Lounsberry, Cedar Falls, Pres.
Cherie Dargan, Cedar Falls, V.P.

Sara McAlpin, Dubuque, Secretary
Mike Dargan, Cedar Falls

George Day, Cedar Falls

Marilyn Gallo, Oelwein

Newsletter editors: Barbara Lounsberry
Cherie Dargan

Martin Mohr, Decorah

Robert Neymeyer, Parkersburg

Mary Helgevold, Hawarden

Rodney L. Smith, Hazel Green, Wisc.
Marsha Lehs, Independence

Kathleen Jaeger, Waterloo

Bill Douglas, Des Moines

Roy Kenagy, Windsor Heights

Mary Brammer, Cedar Falls, Treasurer
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The Ruth Suckow Memorial Association (RSMA) Newsletter, Fall 2017
Ruth Suckow Memorial Association

4917 Caraway Lane
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
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